
A Statement from the Honourable Tracy MacCharles  
regarding the Reverend Doctor Cheri DiNovo 

The courage of the first mover is rarely recognized at the time of the action. The 
vision that progressive thinkers possess, while often radical in their day, are the 
things of which we are proud only a short time later. 

I am sorry that Reverend DiNovo had to go through the ordeal that she did and 
that anyone had to go through those difficulties at what should have been one of 
the happiest moments of their lives.  

It is a sadness that it takes retrospection, and the passage of time, to give due 
credit to the bravery of the people who helped us to remember that love is love 
and it comes with no qualifiers. 

The actions of the previous Ontario Conservative government under Mike Harris 
and Bob Runciman are regrettable and unfortunate.  

I encourage the current leadership of the Ontario Conservative Party to take 
ownership of this dark moment in the history of a once great political party. 

I’m extremely proud of the work of our Government, and that of our Premier as 
an ally and advocate for the LGBTQ2 community in promoting acceptance, 
respect and diversity.  

We were the first jurisdiction in North America to recognize same-sex marriage 
and the third jurisdiction in the world to do so.  

As a province, we agreed that the time had come to modernize our Physical 
Education Curriculum to include a spectrum of sexual orientations and identities. 
We changed designations on birth certificates and other legal documents to 
“parent” to be more inclusive of same-sex and nonbinary families.  

We also introduced legislation that ensured that parents who use egg or sperm 
donors or surrogates do not have to adopt their own children.  

The Conservatives, under this present leader, have expressed a desire to take us 
back. He would have us go back to a day where this anachronistic thinking would 
be considered normal.  

I am proud of how strong of an ally our Government and Premier have been to 
the LGBTQ2 community and of marriage equality.  

It is my sincere desire that no person should ever have to endure the hardships 
faced by Cheri DiNovo and others in the course of doing what is right and what is 
just.  
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